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POLICY BRIEF 

 

Three Health Care Workforce Resiliency Bills Approved by  
Senate HELP Committee 

 
The Maternal Health Quality Improvement Act (S. 1675) 
Sponsor: Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-GA) 
Latest Action: Approved by HELP Committee – 5/25/21 
  A companion bill (H.R. 4995) passed the House 9/21/20 
 
Summary: This bill expands initiatives to address maternal health in rural areas and 
promote innovation in the field. Specifically, the bill requires the Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS) to establish rural obstetric networks for improving outcomes 
in birth and maternal morbidity through collaboration, training, and program evaluation. 
 
HHS also must award demonstration program grants to (1) train physicians, medical 
residents, and other practitioners to provide maternal and obstetric services in rural 
communities; and (2) support academic programs that develop or provide training to 
improve maternal care in rural areas. Further, the bill adds maternal health services as 
part of the telehealth network and telehealth resource centers grant programs. 
The bill also makes a series of changes to the research and reporting requirements of 
HHS with respect to data on maternal health outcomes. 
 
Additionally, the bill establishes grants to (1) develop best practices to reduce 
preventable maternal mortality; (2) train health care professionals about reducing and 
preventing discrimination when providing maternal health services; (3) support perinatal 
quality collaboratives in states, tribes, or tribal organizations to improve perinatal care 
and health outcomes for pregnant and postpartum women; and (4) establish evidence-
informed, integrated health care services for pregnant and postpartum women and their 
infants. 
HHS also must contract with an independent research organization to study and make 
recommendations to accredited school training programs about discrimination and 
implicit and explicit biases. 
 

 
The Rural Maternal and Obstetric Modernization of Services Act (S. 1491/H.R. 769)  
Sponsor: Sen. Tina Smith (D-MN) 
Latest Action: S. 1491 - Approved by HELP Committee – 5/25/21 
  H.R. 1491 – Referred to E&C Health Subcommittee – 2/4/21 
 
Summary: The “Rural MOMS Act” expands initiatives to address maternal health in 
rural areas. The bill provides funding for the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) to establish rural obstetric networks for improving outcomes in 
birth and maternal morbidity. Specifically, these networks must (1) connect individuals 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1675/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1491/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/769/text
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with care providers, (2) identify successful maternal-care models, (3) facilitate 
collaboration among rural providers, (4) provide training and guidance, (5) collaborate 
with academic institutions that have regional expertise, and (6) measure and address 
inequities in birth outcomes among rural residents. 
 
HRSA also must award five-year demonstration program grants to (1) train physicians, 
medical residents, and other practitioners to provide maternal and obstetric services in 
rural communities; and (2) support academic programs that develop or provide 
training to improve maternal care in rural areas. 
 
Further, the bill adds maternal-health services as part of the telehealth network and 
telehealth resource-centers grant programs. 
 
The bill also makes a series of changes to the research and reporting requirements of 
the Department of Health and Human Services and the Government Accountability 
Office with respect to data on maternal-health outcomes. 
 

 
The Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Protection Act (S. 610) 
Sponsor: Sen. Tim Kaine (D-VA) 
Latest Action: Approved by HELP Committee – 5/25/21 
 
Summary: This bill establishes several grant programs and otherwise requires 
the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to take actions to improve mental 
and behavioral health and prevent burnout among health care providers. 
 
Specifically, HHS must award grants to (1) health professions schools, state or local 
governments, or nonprofits to provide training for health care providers on suicide 
prevention, other behavioral health issues, and strategies to improve well-being; and (2) 
health care providers, prioritizing those in COVID-19 (i.e., coronavirus disease 2019) 
hot spots, to establish or expand programs to promote mental and behavioral health 
among health care providers involved with COVID-19 response efforts. 
 
HHS must also study issues related to, and develop policy recommendations on, 
preventing burnout and improving mental and behavioral health among health care 
providers, removing barriers to accessing care and treatment, and identifying strategies 
to promote resiliency. 
 
Additionally, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention must conduct a campaign 
to encourage health care providers to seek support and treatment for mental 
and behavioral health concerns. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/610/text

